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REPORT OF THE FOREST FIRE WARDEN
AND DISTRICT CHIEF
Most of us who live in New Hampshire and the thou-
sands of vacationists that visit us every year love the
State for the variegated woodlands that encircle our clean
lakes and clothe the hills and mountains. Most of us
appreciate these values, but still there were enough care-
less people among us to cause over 880 grass and woodland
fires to start in 1965. True this was a much dryer than
normal year but this should have meant the use of extra
care. Fortunately the fire fighting forces have held the
line against such careless acts. It is up to each one of us
to be ever mindful that a spark or flame is a potential fire.
WE MUST ALL BE CAREFUL:
1. To teach our children the danger in lighting
matches.
2. To never discard lighted smoking material from
a car or while walking through fields or woods.
3. To safely dispose of rubbish preferably at the
town dump. If you must burn rubbish or brush:
a. Always get a permit to burn from the warden.
b. Start your fire late in the day after 5:00 P.M.
c. If burning a field or brush have equipment
and adequate help on hand. The heat from
your fire creates its own draft to spread fire.
Our carelessness with fire is costing our State and
Towns thousands of wasted dollars in suppression and
hundreds of acres of destroyed woodlands. Yours never
to enjoy.
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John P. Weston Term expires Sept. 1966
SELECTMEN
William L. Aldrich Term expires March 1966
Erving A. LeCain Term expires March 1967
Frederick S. Sheldon Term expires March 1968
TOWN CLERK
Donald A. Powers Term expires March 1966
TOWN TREASURER
Arthur F. Bell Term expires March 1966
ROAD AGENT
Sidney Huntington Term expires March 1966
TAX COLLECTOR
Edward French Term expires March 1966
LIBRARY TRUSTEES
Philip E. Knowles Term expires March 1966
Eunice W. Blanchard Term expires March 1967
Ruth A. Cody Term expires March 1968
COMMISSIONERS OF WATER WORKS
Edward French Term expires March 1966
Albert Cuddemi Term expires March 1967
Charles Lindsay Term expires March 1968
FIRE WARDENS
Paul G. Traxler Term expires March 1966
David G. Geoffrey Term expires March 1966
Charles Zabriskie, Chief Term expires March 1966
FOREST FIRE WARDEN
Edward French Term expires Jan. 1, 1968
DEPUTY WARDENS
Charles Lindsay Term expires Jan. 1, 1968
Philip Traxler Term expires Jan. 1, 1968
Larry Laviolette Term expires Jan. 1, 1968
Charles Zabriskie Term expires Jan. 1, 1968
Sidney Huntington Term expires Jan. 1, 1968
BUDGET COMMITTEE
Appointed by Moderator for One Year
Sidney Willis Harry Sawyer
Clifford Smith James Dodge
Charles Lindsay
SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECKLIST
Edward French Term expires Sept. 1966
Philip E, Knowles Term expires Sept. 1966
Paul G. Traxler Term expires Sept. 1966
TRUSTEES OF TRUST FUNDS
John P. Weston Term expires March 1966
Philip E. Knowles Term expires March 1967
Frederick S. Sheldon Term expires March 1968
OVERSEER OF POOR
William Kereazis Term expires March 1966
JANITOR, TOWN HALL
Paul G. Traxler Term expires March 1966
SEXTON
Fred Hugron Term expires March 1966
CONSTABLE
William Haag Term expires March 1966
CHIEF OF POLICE
William Haag Term expires March 1966
SPECIAL POLICE
Howard Ayers C. E. Rogers
CEMETERY TRUSTEES
Selectmen
SURVEYORS OF WOOD AND LUMBER
Open for appointment






THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Bennington in the
County of Hillsborough in said State, qualified to vote
in Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in
said Bennington on Tuesday, the 8th day of March, next
at ten of the clock in the forenoon, to act upon the fol-
lowing subjects:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year
ensuing.
2. To see what sum of money the Town will raise and
appropriate for highways and bridges.
3. To see if the Town will vote to accept State Aid for
Class V roads and raise and appropriate money for the
same. The Town must raise $281.36 and the State will
contribute $1,875.76.
4. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select-
men to borrow such sums of money as may be necessary
in anticipation of taxes.
5. To see what action the Town will take in regard to
real estate taken over by the Town for non-payment of
taxes.
6. To see if the Town will vote to establish a discount
on property tax bills within a certain period of time and
to establish such items if favorable action taken.
7. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the
sum of $2,000.00 for tarring. (Selectmen and Budget
Committee)
8. To see if the Town will vote to establish a Planning
Board of five members with duties as set forth in Sections
1-15, Chapter 36, N. H. Revised Statutes Annotated, 1955,
to make a study of the Town's development and report
to the Town appropriate recommendations for the promo-
tion and maintenance of the Town's best development.
The Board shall consist of one Selectman and four other
citizens appointed by the Selectmen, as provided in Chap-
ter 36, N. H. Revised Statutes Annotated, 1955. (Select-
men-Budget Committee-Water Commissioners)
9. To see if the Town will approve the transfer of funds
raised and appropriated under Item 8 of the Town War-
rant of March 9, 1965 to the use by the Water Commission-
ers for exploration and drilling in order to locate addition-
al water supplies for the Town. (Selectmen-Budget Com-
mittee-Water Commissioners)
10. To see if the Town will authorize the appointment
of a committee of four, appointed by the Moderator, who
together with the Board of Selectmen, will report to the
1967 Town Meeting on a possible new site, located outside
of the center of town, for re-location of the Town Dump.
(By Petition)
11. To see what action the town will take regarding
purchase of new fire jackets for the Fire Department and
to raise and appropriate $200 for the same. (Fire Depart-
ment-Budget Committee)
12. To see what action the Town will take for protection
against sliding snow and ice on the Town Hall roof and
to raise and appropriate money for the same (Selectmen)
13. To see if the Town will vote to accept any gift made
to the Town during the prior year. (Selectmen)
14. To see what sum of money the Town will raise and
appropriate for Statutory requirements and to carry the
articles and appropriations of the School District into
effect.
15. To transact any other business that may legally
come before this meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, this 7th day of Febru-
ary, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and sixty-
six.
William L. Aldrich
Erving A. Le Cain
Frederick S. Sheldon
Selectmen of Bennington
A true copy of Warrant-Attest:
William L. Aldrich
Erving A. Le Cain
Frederick S. Sheldon
Selectmen of Bennington
We would call to the attention of the voters that as
provided in the School Warrant the election of school
officers will take place at the same time as the election
of town officers, using separate ballots, on Tuesday, March
8, 1966.
We would also call to the attention of the voters that
in accordance with vote of the Town Meeting the articles
of the Warrant will be taken up for action at 1:30 P.M.,
the afternoon of March 8, 1966.
BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF BENNINGTON, N. H.
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditures for the Ensuing Year
January 1, 1966 to December 31, 1966.
Compared with Estimated and Actual Revenue, Appropriations
and Expenditures of the Previous Year
January 1, 1965 to December 31, 1965
Estimated Actual Estimated
Sources of Revenue Revenue Revenue Revenue
Previous Previous Ensuing
Year 1965 Year 1965 Year 1966
From State:
Interest and Dividends Tax $593 69 $860 63 $860 63
Railroad Tax 81 36 80 58 80 58
Savings Bank Tax 400 00 438 95 438 95
Reimbursement a/c State and
Federal forest lands T.R.A. 1,661 96 1,661 96 1,875 76
For Fighting Forest Fires 65 06
Reimbursement a/c Old Age Asst. 319 96
From Local Sources Except Taxes:
Dog Licenses 225 00 241 30 240 00
Business Licenses, Permits and
Filing Fees 10 00 17 00 20 00
Rent of Town Hall and
Other Buildings 300 00 399 92 300 00
Interest Received on Taxes
and Deposits 100 00 139 14 100 00
Income from Trust Funds 650 00 854 50 800 00
Income of Departments:
Highway, incl. rental of equip. 1,200 00 1,352 95 1,200 00
Income fr. Municipally owned Utilities:
Water Departments 3,200 00 3,426 16 3,400 00
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees 4,000 00 5,047 72 4,500 00
Sale of Town Property 450 00
Amount Raised by Issue of Bonds or Notes:
New Fire Truck 10,000 00
Miscellaneous 34 62
Misc.-Road Agent 573 09 250 00
Insurance Adjustment 207 76
Scott Air Packs, Fire Dept. 333 00
Civil Defense 332 98
Misc.-Fire 175 62




BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF BENNINGTON, N. H.
Actual Estimated
Purposes of Expenditures Appropriations Expenditures Expenditures
Previous Previous Ensuing-
Year 1965 Year 1965 Year 1966
Recreation:
Parks & Playground, Incl. Band
Concerts 1,600 00 1,638 87 1,600 00
Public Service Enterprises:
Municipally Owned Water &
Electric Utilities 2,500 00 3,069 91 3,000 00
Cemeteries 800 00 573 58 800 00
Advertising and Regional
Associations 151 00 151 00 151 00
Interest:
On Temporary Loans





Payment on Principal of Debt:
(b) Long Term Notes
County Taxes
School Taxes
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $96,340 10 $108,259 20 $103,572 64
400 00
Is 300 00
TAX YEAR 1964 SUMMARY INVENTORY OF
VALUATION OF THE TOWN OF BENNINGTON
IN HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
Description of Property Valuation
Land & Buildings $768,400 00
Factory Buildings & Land 300,000 00
Factory Machinery 300,150 00
Electric Plants 57,000 00
House Trailers, Mobile Homes — Travel Trailers
Assessed as Personal Property 5,000 00
Stock in Trade of Merchants * 18,212 00
Stock in Trade of Manufacturers 155,357 00
Boats and Launches 4 450 00
Dairy Cows 30 3,000 00
Gasoline Pumps & Tanks 750 00
Portable Mills 500 00
Road Building & Const. Machinery 1,236 00
Total Valuation Before Exemptions
Allowed $1,610,055 00
War Service Exemptions $33,000 00
Neatstock Exemptions 1,000 00
Total Exemptions Allowed $34,000 00
Net Valuation on Which Tax Rate is
Computed $1,576,055 00
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ELECTRIC, GAS AND PIPELINE COMPANIES
Name of Company Electric
Public Service Co. of N. H. $57,000 00
Number of inventories distributed in 1965 323
Number of inventories returned in 1965 110
Number of veterans who received property
exemptions 33
Number of veterans exempted from poll tax 64
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained in this
report was taken from official records and is correct to
the best of our knowledge and belief.






STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS AND
TAXES ASSESSED FOR THE YEAR 1965
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FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE TOWN OF
BENNINGTON IN HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY
For The Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1965
CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that the information contained in
this report was taken from official records and is com-
plete to the best of our knowledge and belief.
Date Feb. 3, 1966







In hands of treasurer $28,442 33
Accounts Due to the Town:
Due from State:
(a) Joint Highway Const. Accounts,
Unexpended Bal. in State
Treasury T.R.A. 1,661 96
Unredeemed Taxes:
(b) Levy of 1964 330 83
(c) Levy of 1963 34 82
Uncollected Taxes:
(a) Levy of 1965 4,485 84
(e) State Head Taxes-Levy of 1965 275 00
(f) State Head Taxes-Previous Years 10 00
Total Assets $35,240 78
Excess of liabilities over assets 4,827 78
Grant Total $40,068 56
Net Debt-Surplus Dec. 31, 1964 7,058 17
Net Debt-Surplus Dec. 31, 1965 4,827 78





Accounts Owed by Town:
Bills Outstanding $732 91
Water Dept. Construction 5,000 00
Due to State:
(a) State Head Taxes-1965 (Uncollected
$275.00) (Collected-not remitted to
State Treas. $521.00) 796 00
(b) Yield Tax-Bond & Debt Retirement
(Uncollected $9.84) (Collected-not
remitted to State Treas. $97.19) 107 03
Due to School Districts:
Balance of School Tax 21,521 37
State and Town Joint High-
way Const. Accounts: T.R.A.
(a) Unexpended bal. in State Treas. 1,661 96
(b) Unexpended bal. in Town Treas. 249 29
Long Term Notes Outstanding:
1965 Fire Truck 10,000 00






Poll Taxes-Current Year, 1965
Yield Taxes-1965
State Head Taxes @$5-1965
Total Current Year's Taxes
Collected and remitted
Property Taxes and Yield Taxes-
Previous Years
Poll Taxes—Previous Years
State Head Taxes @$5-Previou
Interest received on taxes





Interest & Dividends Tax
Railroad Tax
Savings Bank Tax and Building and
Loan Association Tax
Fighting forest fires








Rent of Town Property-
Income from trust funds
Income from Departments, Town Truck
Income from municipal water, sewer
and electric departments
Motor vehicle permits (1964-$92.80)
(1965-$4,954.92)
Receipts Other than Current Revenue:
Temporary loans in inticipation of
taxes during year 40,000 00
Long term notes during year 10,000 00
Insurance adjustments 207 76
Sale of town property acquired
by Tax Sale 450 00
Miscellaneous
Rent-Town Truck to Antrim 268 50
Sale-Loam & Sand 23 00
Reimb. for Tarring 186 50
Sale-Cemetery Lot 25 00
Reimb. Forest Fire
B&M R.R. 165 50
Reimb. Phone-Fire Dept. 10 12
Reimb. for Purpose of Scott
Air Packs for Fire Dept.
By Fire Dept. 333 00
By Civil Defense 332 98
Total Receipts Other than
Current Revenue
Total Receipts from All Sources
























Town officers' salaries $1,795 00
Town officers' expenses 1,197 97
Election & Registration exps. 90 00
Expenses town hall and other
town buildings 1,874 66
Protection of Persons and Prop:
Police department 1,750 83
Fire depart., incl. forest fires 3,233 08




Health depart., includ. hospitals 50 00
Vital Statistics 33 00
Town dump, garbage removal 1,185 75
Highways and Bridges:
Town Maint.- (Summer $4,366.45)
Town Maint.- (Winter $3,797.50)
8,163 95
Street lighting 1,823 76




Old Age Assistance 1,695 75
County Poor 73 26
Patriotic Purposes:
Memorial Day, Veterans' Assoc,
and Old Home Day 200 00
Recreation:
Parks and Playgrounds, including
band concerts 1,638 87
21
Public Service Enterprises:
Municipal water and electric
departments 3,069 91
Cemeteries, incl. hearse hire 573 58
Unclassified:
Damages and legal expenses 453 50
Advertising & Regional Assoc. 151 00
Taxes bought by town 513 71
Auto Fees 228 00
Total Current Maint. Expenses $34,326 41
Interest:
Paid on temporary loans in
anticipation of taxes 505 00
Total Interest Payments 505 00
Outlay for new Construction, Equipment
and Permanent Improvements:
Town Truck 1,056 76
Tarring 2,059 12
Paint Town Hall 1,600 00
Fire Dept. Pump 168 29
Fire Dept. Hose 280 60
New Equip-Fire Truck 8,169 00
Total Outlay Payments $13,333 77
Indebtedness:
Payments on temp, loans in
anticipation of taxes 40,000 00
Total Indebtedness Payments $40,000 00
Payments to Other Governmental
Divisions:
State Head Taxes paid State Treas.
(1965 Taxes $1,263.50) 1,263 50
22
Payments to State a/ Yield Tax
Debt Retirement 50 17
Taxes paid to County 8,287 59
Payments to School Districts
(1964 Tax $32,124.61)
(1965 Tax $30,000.00) 62,124 61
Total Payments to Other
Governmental Divisions $71,725 87
Total Payments for all Purposes $159,891 05
Cash on Hand Dec. 31, 1965 28,442 33
Grand Total $188,333 38
STATEMENT OF BONDED DEBT









SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Description Value
Town Hall, Lands and Buildings
Furniture and Equipment
Libraries, Lands and Buildings
Furniture and Equipment
Police Department, Lands and Buildings
Equipment
Fire Department, Lands and Buildings
Equipment
Highway Department, Lands and Buildings
Equipment
Materials and Supplies
Parks, Commons and Playgrounds
Water Supply





Balance Jan. 1, 1965 $31,525 08
Plus Receipts 156,808 30
$188,333 38
Less Payments 159,891 05
Balance Dec. 31, 1965 $28,442 33
TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
SUMMARY OF WARRANT
PROPERTY, POLL AND YIELD TAXES
LEVY OF 1965
DR.
Taxes Committed to Collector:
Property Taxes $88,889 50
Poll Taxes
TAX COLLECTOR'S REPORT
Uncollected Taxes-As per Collector's List:
Property Taxes $4,342 80
Poll Taxes 84 00
Yield Taxes 59 04
$4,485 84
Total Credits $90,052 07
SUMMARY OF WARRANT




as of Jan. 1, 1965:
Property Taxes $3,943 84
Poll Taxes 90 00
$4,033 84
Interest Collected During Fiscal Year
Ended Dec. 31, 1965 128 96
Total Debits $4,162 80
CR.
Remittances to Treasurer During Fiscal
Year Ended Dec. 31, 1965:
Property Taxes $3,932 56
Poll Taxes 90 00
Int. Col. During Year 128 96
$4,151 52
Abatements Made During Year:
Property Taxes 11 28
$11 28







State Head Taxes Committed to Collector:




SUMMARY OF TAX SALES ACCOUNTS
AS OF DECEMBER 31, 1965
DR.
Tax Sale on Account of Levies of:
Prev.
1964 1963 Years
Taxes sold to Town during
current fiscal year $513 71
Balance of unredeemed taxes
January 1, 1965 $207 87 $167 24
Interest Collected After Sale 1 17 9 08 20 24
Total Debits $514 88 $216 95 $187 48
CR.
Remittances to Treasurer
During Year $121 20 $130 40 $130 43
Deeded to Town During Year 62 85 51 73 57 05
Unredeemed Taxes—at close of
Year 330 83 34 82
Total Credits $514 88 $216 95 $187 48
UNREDEEMED TAXES FROM TAX SALES
ON ACCOUNT OF LEVIES OF:
1964 1963
Elisha Grant $80 54
Maurice Paigs 136 69
Verna Paige 38 94 24 82
Melvin Loomis 74 66
$330 83 $34 82
UNPAID HEAD TAXES FOR 1965
Edward Bishop Alfred Chase
Lillian Bishop Dorothy Chase
Frances Burrows Lois Chase
Robert Blanchard Julius Church*
Eunice Blanchard Marguerite Church*
Robert Brown Danny Cole
William Banks James Griswold
Delpha Burrows Evelyn Griswold
Richard Burrows Lawrence Oilman
























































































UNPAID PROPERTY TAXES FOR 1965









Athlon & Barbara Huntley















James & Pauline Wood




John Durgin -pd. 1/10/66
Ruth Eldrid
Goodel Company





John Durgin $59 04
30
!397
DETAILED STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS
Year Ended December 31, 1965
1. Taxes-Edward French, Tax Collector:
1965 Property Taxes $84,394 66
1965 Poll Taxes 426 00
1965 Head Taxes 1,341 00
1965 Yield Taxes 583 11
Prior Year Property Taxes 3,932 56
Prior Year Poll Taxes 90 00
Prior Year Head Taxes 308 00
Tax Sales Redeemed 382 03
Interest 139 14
2. Income from State:
N. H. Dividend Tax $860 63
N. H. Bank Tax 438 95
N. H. R. R. Tax 80 58
Refund-Old Age Assistance 319 96
Reimbursement—Forest Fires 65 06
Reimbursement-White Pine Blister 1 00
Gas Tax Refund 95 09
Reimbursement-Tax Collectors exp. 8 62
$91,596 50
$1,869 89
3. Filing Fees-Don Powers 17 00
4. Dog Licenses-D. Powers & C. Rogers 241 30
Water Dept. Income-John Armstrong 3,426 16
Town Hall Rents-Paul Traxler 399 92
Motor Vehicle Permits—Don Powers 5,047 72
Town Truck & Tractor-Sidney Huntington 1,352 95
Trust Fund Income 854 50
10. Temporary Loans-Hillsboro Natl Bank 40,000 00
11. Fire Truck Loan-Hillsboro Nat'l Bank 10,000 00
Insurance Adjustment—Fire Hose 207 76
Rent of Town Truck to Antrim 268 50
Sale of Cemetery Lot 25 00
Sales of Loam & Sand 23 00
Reimbursement—Bridge Fire- B&M RR 165 50
Sale of Property acquired by tax sale 450 00
Tarring-Sidney Huntington 186 50
Income for Scott Air Packs—
from Fire Dept. 333 00
from Civil Defense 332 98













DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
Year Ended December 31, 1965

































DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS



































Contoocook Valley Tel. Co.
Howard Ayers




DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
Bennington Garage 11 48
Edmunds Hardware 3 85

























County Cheshire Fire Dept.
$929
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
11. Health Department:
Donald Powers $50 00
12. Vital Statistics:
Donald Powers $33 00
13. 1965 Head Tax:
State Treasurer $1,263 50
14. Town Dump:
Percy Jenness $840 00
Sidney Huntington 160 00
Fred Hugron 20 00
Edward Derosier 165 75
$1,185 75
15. Town Road Maintenance-
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
17. Street Lighting:
Public Service Company $1,823 76
18. General Expense-Highway Dept:
Edmunds Hardware $233 97
N. H. Explosives 77 77
Public Service Co. 105 01
International Salt Co. 834 43
Paul Traxler 15 88
Geoffrey's Gen. Store 2 50
Treas. State of N. H.-Signs 13 70
Ray Road Equip. Co. 14 94
Bennington Garage 68 49
R. C. Hazelton Inc. 24 70
Migalo Mach. Co. 11 76
Cold River Hot Mix Co. 63 32
F. C. Lowe 6 03
Robert Fish 81 44
Keene Sand & Gravel 9 00
Prison Industries 87 40
Gleason's 75
Roswell Whitcomb 135 00
Chase Tree Service 65 00
Penn Refining Co. 35 34
Arthur Whitcomb 38 50
Lawrence Newhall 3 60
J. P. Weston, Treas. 7 20
E. H. Edwards 44 60
Merrimack Farmers Exchange 29 50
19. Library:
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
23. Parks & Playground:
Judith Rainier
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
25. Cemeteries
Ed Cass $291 75
Fred Hugron 9 00
David McWhirter 13 50
Roger McWhirter 143 76
Merrimack Farmers 9 69
Bennington Garage 15 88
Edward Derosier 90 00
26. Damages-Legal Expenses:
DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
2. Paint Town Hall:
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AUDITOR'S REPORT
This is to certify that the books of the Selectmen,
Treasurer, Tax Collector, Town Clerk, Water Department
and Trustees of Trust Funds for the Town of Bennington
have been examined according to the uniform, classifica-




REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN OF THE
G. E. P. DODGE LIBRARY
Days open: Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday. Hours: After-
noons 3:00-5:00; Evenings 7:00-9:00.
Books purchased in 1965 100
Peterborough Transcript (weekly)
Magazines by subscription 14
Books numbered for circulation 5,000
Magazines by subscription: Life, National Geographic,
Look, American Girl, Seventeen, Outdoor Life, Ladies
Home Journal, Saturday Evening Post, Newsweek, Popular
Mechanics, Popular Science, Reader's Digest, Jack and
Jill, and Teen.
About two hundred books are left at the library every
two months by the Bookmobile.
Picture of Covered Bridge burned April 30, 1965 was
given by Philip E. Knowles. Frame of picture was made






REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE
G. E. P. DODGE LIBRARY
Receipts
Cash on hand January 1, 1965 $364 71
Received from Trust Funds 1,903 09
Received from Town Appropriation 200 00
Total Receipts $2,467 80
Expenditures
Mary K. Wilson, librarian




Theodore Cole, janitor work
Public Service Co. of N. H., lights
F. D. Paro, electric outlets
Derby's Department Store, lamps
Bennington Water Dept.
Hillsboro Lumber Co., cellar door
Phelps Photo Inc., Bridge picture
Chase Parker & Co., steel shelving
Pierce of Peterborough, furnace repairs
Edmunds Hardware Store, supplies
Gift for Mrs. Pratt





Cash on hand December 31, 1965
$2,467 80
Respectfully submitted,






POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT FOR 1965
Accidents
TOWN HALL REPORT 1965
WATER DEPARTMENT REPORT
Cash on hand, Jan. 1, 1965
FIREWARDS REPORT
IN CASE OF ANY TROUBLE CALL:
Village Spa 588-9652 daytime and evening until 9:00 p.m.





Paul Traxler, 1st. Asst.
David Geoffrey, 2nd Asst.
LOCATION OF FIRE ALARMS:
At Town Hall and Village Spa.
PLEASE TAKE CAUTION IN OPERATING:
(1) Open door.
(2) Pull down hook and release.
(3) Stay at box until firemen arrive.
Continuous 6 blasts by tone control when set off manually.
6 Blasts.
2 Blasts-No school 8:00 a.m.
1 Long blast—Shut off water.
1 Long blast-First Monday in month at 6:45 p.m.
2 Blasts between noon and 1:00 o'clock for test Saturday.
IN CASE OF FIRE TO CALL BY TELEPHONE:
(1) Dial your Access No. then 352-1100.
(2) When dispatch center answers give your name, lo-
cation and description of fire.
Wait a few seconds and listen for alarm.
We wish to thank the townspeople for their help in
making our Auction a success and to the ones that pro-
vided coffee and sandwiches at the Trestle and Tacy fire.
It was very much appreciated.
We purchased 150 ft. of 2 1/2-in. and 100 ft. of V/2-m.
hose from the appropriation and this has been put on our
new truck.
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Last year was a rather busy year for fires, but was lucky
on brush fires seeing how dry it was.
Fires that we attended were: 3 House Fires, 1 Trestle
Fire, 2 Oil Burner Fires, 1 Truck Fire, 3 Dump Fires, 2
Chimney Fires, 1 Mill Fire, 2 Brush Fires and 1 Mutual
Aid Call. We called for assistance from Mutual Aid 3
times and had 3 False Alarms.
We held five practices last year and are planning to
have a state instructor give us some classes this coming
summer.
Would like to bring to your attention that on the inside
of your telephone book there was a mis-print on the Phone
Number for Keene. Is should have been 352-1100 — not
1110 as was printed.
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SCHOOL REPORT
BENNINGTON SCHOOL DISTRICT ORGANIZATION
MODERATOR J. Prentiss Weston
CLERK Martha L. Weston
TREASURER Charles Lindsay
SCHOOL BOARD
Theodore Aucella, Chairman Term expires 1968
L. A. Laviolette (appointed) Term expires 1966
Shirley F. Warren (appointed) Term expires 1967
AUDITORS
Erving LeCain William Aldrich, Sr.
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS Norman R. Hatfiel
TEACHERS
Ruth A. Cody, Principal Vincena M. Powers
Michael I. Margulies Virginia M. Sargent
Isabel B. Nichols




THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the School District in the Town of
Bennington qualified to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in
said district on the tenth day of March, 1966, at eight
o'clock in the afternoon to act upon the following sub-
jects:
1. To see if the district will vote to enter into a con-
tract with another school district to pay tuition in excess
of the State average.
2. To hear reports of agents, auditors, committees or
officers chosen, and pass any vote relating thereto.
3. To determine and appoint the salaries of the School
Board and fix the compensation of any other officers or
agents of the district.
4. To see what sum of money the District will vote
to raise and appropriate for the support of schools, for
the payment of salaries of school district officials and
agents and for the payment of the statutory obligations
of the district.
5. To see if the district will vote to authorize the
School Board to make application for and to accept on
behalf of the district any or all grants or other funds
for educational purposes which may now or hereafter be
forthcoming from the United States Government or from
the State of New Hampshire for the school year 1966-67.
6. To see if the district will vote to raise and appro-
priate the sum of $5,300 to install a new oil fired heating
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system and approve the following sources of revenue: 1)
$2,857.85 from Capital Reserve Funds and 2) $2,500 from
tax revenue.
7. To see if the district will vote to authorize the
Trustees of Trust Funds to pay over the accumulated
capital reserve funds, previously voted to install a new
oil fired heating system, to the school board as agents
of the district.
8. To see what sum of money the district will vote
to raise and appropriate to remove the spruce trees around
the Peirce School and landscape the area in accordance
with the proposal submitted by Chase Tree Service.
9. To choose agents and committees in relation to
any subject embraced in this warrant.
10. To see if the district will vote to accept from the
Union Veterans the property known as the "Old School
House."
11. To see if the district will vote to create a cooper-
ative school district planning committee in accordance
with the provisions of R.S.A. 195 and to elect the mem-
bers thereof or determine that they shall be appointed
by the moderator.
12. To transact any other business that may legally
come before said meeting.
Given under our hands at said Bennington this













THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the School District in the Town of
Bennington qualified to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in
said district on the eighth day of March, 1966, at ten
o'clock in the forenoon to act upon the following subjects:
1. To elect a Moderator, Clerk, Treasurer, two Audi-
tors, a member of the School Board for three years, and a
member of the School Board for one year.
Given under our hands at said Bennington this four-
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This is to certify that the information contained in
this report was taken from official records and is complete
and correct to the best of my knowledge and belief. The
accounts are kept in accordance with Section 24 of Chap-
ter 71 of the Revised Statutes Annotated, and upon forms






Cash on Hand, July 1, 1964
Received from Selectmen:
Current Appropriation
Revenue from State Sources:
Sweepstakes
Revenue from Federal Sources:
Milk Reimbursement
Received from All Other Sources
Total Amount Available for Fiscal Year
Less School Board Orders Paid




This is to certify that we have examined the books,
vouchers, bank statements and other financial records
of the treasurer of the school district of Bennington of
which the above is a true summary for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1965, and find them correct in all re-
spects.
Erving A. LeCain



























Edson C. Eastman Co.









Ruth A. Cody $3,501 05
James S. Holmes 3,912 08
Isabel B. Nichols 592 96
Vincena M. Powers 3,725 09
Virginia M. Sargent 3,589 69
Loretta Burnham 12 36
Betsey N. Burtt 23 13
Susan W. Rozen 23 13
Kate Taylor 57 82
Elizabeth S. White 11 56
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$120
Mary K. Wilson 48 00
Internal Revenue Service 2,185 60
Teachers Retirement 898 80
Blue Cross-Blue Shield 597 60
State Treasurer-F.I.C.A. 741 91
New York Life Insurance Co. 960 00
Total $20,880 78
215-Textbooks
Allyn and Bacon, Inc. $37 05
American Book Company 15 96
Follett Publishing Company 79 00
Ginn and Company 68 40
Harcourt, Brace & World, Inc. 10 60
McGraw Hill Book Company 58 11
Wm. Morrow Book Co. 7 75
Scott Foresman & Co. 71 20
Total $348 07
220-Library and Audiovisual Materials
American Book Company $45 77
Equity Publishing Company 9 00
Scott Foresman and Co. 10 84
University of New Hampshire 2 50
Total $68 11
230-Teaching Supplies
American Education Publications $24 50
Follett Publishing Company 55 06
Ginn and Company 44 50
Harcourt, Brace & World, Inc. 87 52
Harper & Row Publishers 19 87
Hillsboro-Deering Coop. School Dist. 10 50
Houghton Mifflin Company 26 50
Laidlaw Bros. 22 38
Mainco School Supply Co. 161 62
Milton Bradley Company 177 73
Pioneer Office Appliance Co. 37 20
Scott Foresman & Co. 141 19
Total $808 57
235—Contracted Services
W. E. N. H.-TV $44 00
Total $44 00
290-Other Expenses








Hafeli Fuel & Ice Co. $713 93
Total $713 93
645-Utilities
Contoocook Valley Telephone Co. $138 90





























Antrim School District $4,227 68
Hillsboro-Deering Co-op. School Dist. 7,268 40
Peterborough School District 5,862 59
V/ilton School District 408 22
Total $17,766 89
1477.3-Supervisory Union Expenses
Supervisory Union #24 $1,601 61
Trustees of Trust Funds $857 85
Total $857.85
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $51,133 93
SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT
To the School Board and Citizens of Bennington:
It is a pleasure for me to present my twelfth annual
report for your consideration.
Federal
Prognostication, particularly in this era of rapid
change is, at its best, a dangerous pastime as any weather
man will attest. However in my occupation, as in several
others, keeping abreast of the times requires this activity,
using the best available information to formulate a pre-
diction.
Last year, in my report, I was only half right when I
predicted that Congress would pass legislation for certain
activities. I based my assumption on the apparent neces-
sity for States and Local school districts to receive aid
to curtail rising local assessments. Congress did pass the
now well known "Elementary and Secondary Education
Act" which included financial support. They did not,
however, provide for any financial support of existing
educational programs. Congress, whether right or wrong,
accepted the proposal made by our present leaders that
education in this Country was not keeping up with the
scientific and technical advancements of society and
thereby creating sociological and economical problems.
The result of this thinking was P. L. 89:10 with its five
titles. I will deal with only titles one and two inasmuch
as those are the only ones with which we are directly in-
volved this year.
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Title One contributes funds on the basis of the number
of low income families in the town to provide some kind
of educational service not now existing or the expansion of
a present program. Under the statutes this program has
to be aimed at the financially and educationally deprived
youngster and the amount available to each Community
is based on the number of those people residing in the
town. It would appear that there is a small number of
qualifying families in the area, which results in extremely
small funds available to our area Communities. In some
instances this could result in a Community not implement-
ing a Title One program.
Title Two is not a poverty program, but one of out-
right grants, established to upgrade the library resources
available in Supervisory Union No. 24. All materials pur-
chased under this grant remain the property of the Super-
visory Union and each school is used as a depository for
these materials. Books and other materials may, and should
be, transferred from one school to another within the Union
as a need arises.
I make no attempt to defend or criticize federal aid
to education. P. L. 89:10 is but one of the many programs
financed by the federal government. Some of its programs
I like and some I dislike with a passion.
However, since federal grants are available the district
should make a determination as to whether it should util-
ize such funds as may be available to it.
STATE
Earmarked sources of revenue are not always what
they are cracked up to be. Such is the case with the Sweep-
stakes. Last year we were advised to prepare our budgets
on the bases of $3,600,000 State Income. With an assist
from the federal government, we received slightly over 50%
of that amount. Now I realize that all small contributions
should be gratefully received, but when the legislature pro-
vides for education what would appear to cover the in-
creased cost of education in the state for one year and a
little over half of that amount is received, what happens?
The local tax payer has to make up the difference and that
is just what you did last year.
The 1967 legislature will be faced with seeking new
sources of revenue. Unfortunately, it seems to be a good
gimmick to tie any form of taxation to support for educa-
tion. This should not be done. All revenue should go to
the general fund and financial support for the various
state services obtained from this source.
Again I submit the State Department of Education's
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figures for the State average per pupil cost on which tui-
tion charges are based. You will recall that these do not
include expenditures for transportation, debt service or new
equipment.
Year High School Elementary
1961-62 $436 00 $265 00
1962-63 457 00 279 00
1963-64 449 00 295 00
1964-65 467 00 311 00
1965-66 489 00 328 00
1966-67 521 00 351 00
Some school districts in the state with the use of a
state approved formula have indicated that their tuition
charges for 1966-67 will be over $600 with one as high as
$670.
I suspect that these increased costs have done much to
encourage school districts to study the possibility of join-
ing with other districts in their educational endeavors.
Again this year new Regional School Districts will come
into being and some will be voted on at the March meetings.
This area again is being involved in a study. This time
Henniker, Weare, Hillsboro-Deering, Antrim and Benning-
ton have been invited to study the possibility of a coopera-
tive venture. Something of this nature will probably be the
eventual outcome, but whether acceptable to the citizens
of the area at this time is dubious.
LOCAL
So excellent was the Construction of the Pierce School
that over the years there has been need for little or no
maintenance. However, we are now beginning to find items
which were modern and adequate at the time of Construc-
tion, now antiquated and inadequate in today's educational
operation. Last year the district wisely set aside a sum of
money from Sweepstakes revenue to replace a heating sys-
tem which is in extremely bad repair. A special article in
the warrant asks that an additional sum be appropriated
in order that this work can be completed this summer. Our
present incandescent lighting system falls far below pre-
sent day classroom lighting standards and it is the Board's
plan to ask that sweepstakes monies be used to remedy
this problem in another year.
We are presently and probably will continue to re-
ceive grants to subsidize our library resources efforts. Be-
fore we can utilize such materials to the best advantage we
need space to store, display and use these resources. We
have a space in the basement but renovations are required.
The basement is in poor condition. Over the years water
seepage and dampness have done considerable damage.
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Contributing heavily to this seepage and retention of
dampness has been the spruce trees that cover two sides
of the building. The district has spent a considerable
amount of money in trying to alleviate the condition and
retain the trees but to no avail. The practical thing to do
is to remove the trees and relandscape the site. This pro-
posal will be in a warrant article for your consideration.
For several years now the high school pupil transpor-
tation problem has been with us. School records will show
that those who depend on private transportation to school
often have undesirable attendance records which, of course,
reflects upon their scholastic records. Little by little we
have seen high school transportation opportunities drop off
until only Whitney Bus, after a considerable amount of
persausion, continues to operate for a questionable period
of time. Your transportation committee will have a recom-
mendation for your consideration. Is isn't the full answer,
but a step in the right direction.
Due the various circumstances, the Bennington School
District lost three of their officers during the school year.
Mrs. Mary Wilson, who had served as district treasurer
since 1938, found it necessary to resign early in the year.
At graduation, the School Board presented a beautiful
certificate in appreciation of her long and excellent service
to the District. Later Mr. Raymond St. Lawrence and Mr.
Clifford Smith, who were serving their second term in office,
resigned. The district was fortunate in being able to find
excellent, hard working replacements in all cases. Mr.
Charles Lindsay accepted the appointment to the treasur-
ers position, Mrs. John Warren succeeded Mr. St. Lawrence
and Mr. Lawrence Laviolette succeeded Clifford Smith.
Although our educational problems seem to multiply,
it is always a pleasure to work in an atmosphere condusive






SALARY OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
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